Immune response to basal cell and squamous cell carcinomas.
Recent studies are starting to give us some insight into the immune response to basal and squamous cell carcinomas of the skin. There appear to be local as well as systemic mechanisms that effect local tumor growth. The local response may be analogous to delayed-type hypersensitivity with recognition of tumor antigens and a subsequent cell-mediated response. This response may be blunted by suppressor cell activity that has been well documented in the animal model related to UV-induced tumors and also suggested in certain patients with multiple BCCs. Continued research efforts in these areas will help us better understand the immune response to these two very common skin cancers.